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CONFIDENTIAL OSLO 1685 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP (BROWN, HAROLD), NO 
SUBJECT: SECDEF VISIT: SIGNING OF MOU 

REF: STATE 88384 (PARA 2) 

1 . MINISTRY OF DEFENSE SECRETARY GENERAL CASPER STEPHANSEN 
INFORMED CHARGE APRIL 7TH THAT THE NORWEGIAN GOVERNMENT 
PREFERS NOT TO SIGN THE MOU DURING SECRETARY BROWN'S VISIT 
NEXT WEEK. THE GOVERNMENT, AS UNDERSECRETARY HOLST INDICATED 
LAST WEEK IN WASHINGTON, PREFERES TO AWAIT THE COMPLETION OF THE 
ANNEXES BEFORE SIGNING THE MOU, WHICH THE NORWEGIAN GOVERNMENT NOW 
HOPES CAN BE DONE AT THE MAY DPC. 

2. CHARGE RESPONDED THAT IT WAS ALWAYS THE USG'S POSITION THAT 

WE WOULD BE GUIDED BY NORWEGIAN WISHES ON THIS MATTER AND WE WOULD 
THEREFORE PLAN TO GO AHEAD WITH THE JOINT PRESS CONFERENCE ON 
APRIL 12TH WITHOUT A SIGNING CEREMONY. 

BREMER 
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